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In the United States Senate yesterday the action
ttf the Naval Retiring Board waa again the subject
.f criticism. Mr. Bayard characterized the law
¦Oder which the Board acted as the most barbarous
.ver adopted by any legislature of any civilized
wastry. Mr. Crittenden believed it waa competent
far Congress to amend and abrogate the decisions of
the Board, and restore the dropped and forloughed
.aval officers to their former positions. Mr. Adams
teftrodoced a bill to extend the term of naturaliza¬
tion. The Finance Committee were instructed to
Jnfoire whether small Spanish coin cannot be re¬

moved from circulation, or their value fixed so as to
avoid fractional parts of a cent. In executive
Heenon, the appointment of Mr. Dallas, as Minister
to the Court of St. James, was confirmed. All the
Kansas Territorial officers, except Gov. Shannon,
were confirmed.

In the House yesterday members were duly
qaalified and selected their seat*. The black repub-
Means did not press their opposition to Gen. Whit¬
field, delegate from Kansas, and be was sworn.

Committees were appointed to inform the President
and Senate that the House was ready to proceed to
business. Gen. William Cullum, of Tennessee, wa.-,

*>y a vote of 126 to @7, declared Clerk. A motion
was made that Mr. Glossbrenncr be declared Ser-
geant-at-Arms, pending which the Hoose adjourned.
After the adjournment, the opponents of the admin¬
istration held a caucus to select candidates for Printer
and the subordinate office* of the House.

In the State Senate, the bill for the more effectual
prevention of fires in New York was reported upon
favorably. Messre. Bradford, Cuyler, Brooks and C.
P. Smith were appointed a special committee on the
Prohibitory Liquor law. In the Assembly, Mr.
Miles gave notice of a bill to abolish the offioes of
Commissioner of Streets and Commissioner of Re¬

pairs and Supplies. He proposes to create a new

office, with increased power. The bill providing for
a city charter convention was introduced.

Both branches of the Common Council were in
session last evening. In the Board of Aldermen the

quarrel between the Mayor and the majority of the
Board of Supervisors was brought forward and dis¬
cussed. Finally a resolution, requesting the Legis-
tare to amend the statute relative to the composi¬
tion of the Roard by dropping the Mayor and Re¬
corder was adopted by a vote of eleven to ten.

The nominations by tbe Street Commissioner of Ja¬
cob F. Oakley and William A. Dooley. an Asseviors,
were confirmed, as were also tbose of Alexander
Ward, an Superintendent of Roads, and Henry C.
Willis, as Superintendent of Pavements, sent in by
the Commissioner of Repairs and Supplies. No bu-
Hiness of importance was transacted by the Council-
men. A long message from the Mayor was received
la both Boards, and ordered to be printed. We give
the document entire in to-day's paper, aud have com¬

mented on ite contents at length in the editorial
columns.
Our special reporter has Pnrnis'ned us with a re¬

port of the banquet given in Richmond, Virginia,
by the Board of Trade, to tbe d«;lsaates to the Swith-
ern Commercial Convention, whini bas been holding
Ho session in that city. The eloquent speech of
Governor Wise, and the tendency of the other
tfpeechee and toasts presented on the occasion, fur¬
nish proof of the extent of the evil wrought by
Northern abolitionists. But yesterday and the very
idea of the possibility of disunion was ridiculed by
all patriotic men, North and South, as a preposte¬
rous bugbear, calculated only to frighten old women
and children ; but now the thing has assumed
t'fir-'T features, and, as the perasal of our report
will show, tbe idea of a dissolution of the Cnion and
the formation of an independent Southern republic
finds general reception and favor in the South, at
least. Such a state of things we owe to Northern
fanaticism.
As far as movements In braadstuffii were cen-

ecrned yesterday tbe city might be said to be in a

state of siege, not by the English, French or

Tarlm, bat by King Frost, whose decree* are in¬
exorable. and againat whose edicts there lies no ap¬
peal. Cotton, however, being, we wppose, of a

warmer nature or growth, was active, and the sales
reached about 5,000 bales, at an advaace of about
ic. per lb. The market closed at about 9jc. for mid¬
dling uplands kjvI 10o. for middling New Orleans.
Flour was again heavy snd fell off about 12$c. per
barrel. Bed Tenne**e wheat sold at tl DO, and a

lot o/ 'ienesee white at U 17. Corn was dull; and
as ft was impossible to load vessels by lighterage
there was nothin v doing for export. Hales of
txtuU&Ti y*U* JUKI Vfiiite were made for difltiiUg

at Me. Fm* m* Murier, with aaJea «T mm at
$1« 11, and prime at $14 IX Sogtn were quiet,
and moderate wtea of Bio coffee were made at
UJc. There «u a .onaiderabfe bosineaa in imV
Bep, and Che Market closed at higher rales.
Freight engagements were cheeked by the pre¬
sence of ice m the riven and docks. To Liverpool
cotton was engaged at 3-lfid. per lb., bacoa at '27b.
tid., and lard at 27s. 6d. per ton,
The maaoeo of drift ioe in the rivers and bays have

been the cause of much damage to ahippiag, and ia
one instance of a lamentable loss of life. The brig
Win. H. Safford, of Bangor, Capt, Smith, was oat

through by ice and sunk in the East river on Bon-
day night. The captain, his wife, two children, the
mate of the vessel, two seamen and toe oook, were

drowned. Two of the ship's company only were

rescued, after clinging to the masthead for several
hours. The ship Yorkshire, from Liverpool, was

swept from her anchorage in the North river by im¬
mense fields of floating ioe on Sunday night, and

grounded on the roeka near Port Oohunbas. She
will probably be got off without injury. Nearly all
the ferry boats are laid up for repairs, and residenta
in the auburba are subjected to vexatious delays in
making their transits.

The JUyor'i Annul Message -Condition of
tike City.

The regular annual message of the Mayor,
giving a statement of the present condition of
the city government, was received last even¬

ing in the Common ConnciL The document.
which will be found on another page of this
morning's Herald. is, we believe, longer than
any other official paper pf the kind yet pub¬
lished, and presents a greater variety of sub¬
jects for the consideration of both branches of
our municipal government. In the message of
the 7th of January, which was intended as in¬
troductory to this, and which attracted so

much attention on account of its somewhat
novel character, the Mayor confined himself to
two questions.commerce and the form of go¬
vernment.and particularly to the urgent ne¬

cessity that existed for a change in the latter,
in view of the enormously increased expendi¬
tures for its support. That message was as

remarkable for dealing with theory and
general principles, as the one now before us is
for the important facts and statements whicl
it contains, and the practical suggestions ii
presents. After giving a review of the condi
tion of our city finances, it enters at conside
rable length into a consideration of the fol¬
lowing subjects:.The military defences of
New York; the construction of stone docks
and piers; the introduction of foreign paupers
and convicts; the sanitary condition of the
city; improvements on our island; the police
department; the expenses of street opening;
the abolition of the present market system,
and the sale of the property required for mar¬

ket purposes; the defective manner in which
the collection of taxes is performed; the ne¬

cessity of more stringent regulations to pre¬
vent the constantly increasing waste of Croton
water; the public expenses of private litigsv-
tion: the Central Park; the new City Hall and
Brick Church property.
The Importance of all these subjects will,

we trust, receive that attentive &ud oarefal
consideration from the Common Council to
which they are justly entitled. The Mayor
may issue message after message upon the
most vital questions connected with our city
government, but, after all, it depends upon
that body to carry them into practical opera¬
tion. In his former communications, as he re¬

marks, he pointed out numerous abuses and
subjects that required legislation, but they
were all not only passed by without dissuasion
and action, but without the slightest notice or

consideration. Among the most important of
these subjects, and one to which he again calls
their attention, is the aspect of the public
finances, which are now in a worse condition
than they ever were, although we have a re¬
former at the head of the department. The
Bame haste, as the Major says, to get rid of
every dollar appropriated, and, if possible, to
increase the expenses, has been apparent in
every bureau, with but two or three creditable
exceptions. This reckless expenditure, he in-
loMtsas, he has not the power to prevent; and
upoa making the shameful and illegal waste ot
money in one of the departments a subject of
complaint, he was abused for his interferen, s

with its business and sovereign prerogative-.
During the last ten years the expenses of our

city government have increased from two mil¬
lions of dollars to over six millions and a half;
and in the year 1855 alone, the increase under
the reformers amounted to one million. For
educational purposes in this city alone, the
expense is estimated at $1,023,354, in additiou
to which we have to pay $271,000 as our por¬
tion of the school tax of the whole State, which
amounts to $800,000. But this is not all, for
by the act of the last session of the Legisla¬
ture, requiring an assessment of a mill and a

quarter on the assessed valuation of the State
for the present year, we will have to pay $608,-
747, making a total of $880,387 which the
people of New York have to pay for the bene¬
fit of the citizens of other counties. Then the
Governors of the Almshouse have applied for
largely increased appropriations, and nearly
all the other departments have made a similar
demand. This is a pleasant praspect for tax¬
payers!
The total amount of the permanent city debt

on the 1st of January, 1856, was $14,000,856,
towards the payment of which our credit ac¬

count shows an aggregate of $5,594,684, in the
form of corporation stock, revenue and a=«ess-

ment bonds, Ac., as will be seen from the fol¬
lowing statement:.

Coijxiratlon stock held bj the OommlflMnnere
ot the i-Inking ton), on account of redemp¬
tion of city c«bt $3,71T,.T>1lUvTiue and unef<«isent bond* 742,2'jOAdditional &**eu (bmdn and inortgw*/ .... .

I'.» a.nce In baik Jan. 1, 186C 221,347
ToUl $5,894,684
The funded debt, which is nearly all re¬

deemable from taxation in annual instalments
of $50,000, amounted at the beginning of tbe
year to $1,204,000, showing an increase of
$50,000 over the debt of 1854.
The remarks and suggestions on the state of

our military defences will be read with par¬
ticular interest at this time, when the question
of war with England forms the subject of dis¬
cussion in the highest legislative body in the
country. By some the consideration of the
subject may be regarded as outside the limits
of the Mayor's official functions, but we are of
the opinion that everything attesting the in¬
terests and welfare of the city comes properly
within the range of his official capacity as its
chief magistrate. Speaking of the present
gtate of otr defences, he says we have more
guns of heavy calibre in position than Sebas-
topol had at the attack of the Allied armies, or
than Cronstadt has at this time; and that na¬
ture and the construction of many well placed
works make New York even now one of the
etrwgboide of America. This 1b gratifying in-

telligence, supported uHitkythe opinion of
General Seott We are told alao that the ap¬
proaches to our city by the Narrows or Long
Island Sound are capable of being thoroughly
and successfully defended. So far as the pert*a-
ntl required for resistance is concerned, no

city, we are told, can surpass ours in the ne¬

cessary material from which to make soldiers.
Our militia, our firemen, our countless target
companies, could be formed into an army that
would prove invincible against any invading
force.
In regard to docks and piers, the message

contains some valuable suggestions. We have
frequently called the attention of our city
government to this subject, and pointed out
the inadequate accommodations afforded by
the present piers to the shipping on both
rivers. Last winter, during the period of great
distress among our laboring population, we

^recommended their employment in the con¬

struction of such works as the best means
that could be devised for their re¬

lief, and pointed out the great benefit,
which they would prove to the city. The
Mayor intimates that the wharfs should all
belong to the Corporation, or, in the event of
his recommendation being adopted, that the
owners of such property should be made to
conform to the plan so as to secure a uniform
stone dockage throughout. The estimated
cost of constructing a pier of stone five hun¬
dred feet long and sixty wide, affording a

capacity for vessels drawing thirty to thirty-
five feet of water, cannot, he says, exceed
eighty thousand dollars. The merchants, he
adds, would be willing to submit to a small
per diem tax upon each vessel in return for
the superior accommodations thus afforded,
and the amount collected in this way would
form a fund towards the payment of the debt
incurred by the work.
That New York is greatly in need of such a

plan of dockage cannot be denied; but we do
not think the Common Council will make any
move towards securing it until forced by
outside pressure. The merchants must them¬
selves take an active part in the matter, and
as a body urge upon the Corporation by peti¬
tion or otherwise the necessity for this great
improvement. Till something of this kind is
done it would be vain to expect anything from
the Common Council.
The introduction of foreign paupers and cri¬

minals is discussed at considerable length, and
an account of the course pursued by the Mayor
in the case of the Sardinian frigate Des
Geneys and other vessels. The sanitary con¬
dition of the city would, he thinks, be much
benefitted by the organization of a corps of
medical practitioners, the creation of which
would in his opinion render the City Inspec¬
tor's Department entirely unnecessary. His
remarks upon the police will be read with
much interest, and all who have the good of
the city at heart must cordially concur with

i him in the hope that this body shall be freed
from all political influences.
The manner in which our streets are opened

ana the enormous expense attending wura ui

this kind call loudly for reform. From 1814
to 1837 the average cost per mile for fees
of counsel, commissioners and others was

$850, but so great haa been the increase in
this one item alone that the city has been
obliged to pay at the rate of $70,000 a mile for
the opening of the Bowery from Chatham to
Franklin square.
The sale of the public markets.a measure

we have always advocated.is also recom

mended, and a more stringent enforcement of
the law in relation to the collection of taxes.
In consequence of the neglect of the Receivers
to perform their duty in this particular, over
$600,000 has been lost to the city during the
last ten years. The message deprecates the
prodigal waste of Croton water, and presents
some excellent suggestions in regard to the
means by which it may be prevented.
The other subjects treated of in this message

are equally deserving of attention with those
we have referred to, and worthy of a careful
perusal. Altogether, the message is one of the
best that has ever been presented to the Com¬
mon Council, and will, we trust, lead to those
reforms in our city government which are so

imperatively demanded.

The British Treaty With Japan..We re¬
ceived by the last mail, and published yester¬
day, the British treaty w ith Japan. It differs
from the treaty of Kanagawa very slightly
By the latter, the ports of Simoda and Hako-
dade were thrown open to American vessels;
by the former, British vessels obtain the right
of entering and taking in supplies at Hako-
dade and Nagasaki. But as both treaties coa-
tain a clause stipulating that the Japanese
ehall concede to the foreign Power with which
it contracts equal rights to those enjoyed by
the most favored nation, it would seem to
follow that the three ports of Nagasaki, Simo¬
da and Hakodade are at present open to both
British and American vessels.
The British treaty contains no stipulation for

the settlement of foreigners in Japan. The
language of the first article -"The ports,
shall be open to British vessels for the purpose
oi effecting repairs and obtaining iresti water,
provisions, and other supplies of any sort they
¦may aholutely want for the utt of the thipsr.ap¬
pears to exclude all idea of trade for mere pro-
lit. But in the interpretation to this article.
to which the Japanese commissioners were par¬
ties- it is agr»ed that the British shall have a

burying ground, which seems to suppose at
leafct a temporary residence. All the trouble
with M'.wm. Itoty and Richardson arose from
the clause in the treaty of Kanafpift, which
alluded to "citizens of the United States tem¬
porarily livi»£ at Simoda and Hakodade."
This clause has been interpreted by the Japa¬
nese authorities to exclude a residence for ^longer than a few days. The English will be
very likely to raise a similar question under
their treaty, and the sooner the better. New
treaties, distinctly stipulating that the Japaneec
will admit foreigners to reside in their free
eitiet, are required, and will doubtless Boon be
concluded.

Important Corruption..Mr. W. D. Murphy
in a letter to the Albany Alia* in reference to
the charge of the New York Tinu* that at a

late public reception at the White House the
President turned his back upon Senator Hale,
says:.

Tlie oecMion U) which the Wnw £oubUe«» refer* in the
Brut (fraud leTee of the A*a*on, which came off at the
White Howe on the 11th of the put month; and having
heen prenint in the room at the time Senator Hale anr
hia wife and daughter approached tne Preei.feni, J tnink
I ran safely nay that the reception with which they all
inet wai an cordial on the part of the Pre*idem a* that
extended to any other of thoee pereonR during the e?en
inf. » :
We breathe again. The President is out of

danger, and the country is still cafe.

Tax Northern National Know Nothings on

the Bi'KAXibship.A Most Lajgcntablb Col¬
lapse..For nine weeks we had labored under
tbe idea that the Fuller party of Congress,
Northern and Southern members, were national
men, all of them sound national men; but
this was a mistake. We had supposed, from
the first week in December to the first week in
February, that these Fuller men were so rigid¬
ly opposed to Mr. Banks, upon principle, that
they would accept any reasonable compromise
from the democrats, in order to defeat tbe elec¬
tion of the candidate of Seward, Giddings,
Weed and Greeley.but this was a delusion.
The nationality of these Fuller men was limit¬
ed to Fuller and to the North. They lacked
the moral courage to cross, at a venture,
over Mason and Dixon's line, and as far down
as South Carolina, with their boasted nation¬
ality. Theirs is the responsibility for keeping
the House disorganized for nine weeks, and for
the election of Banks at last, with the alternar
tire of his defeat in their hands.
When the democrats set aside their first candi¬

date.Mr. Richardson.and nominated Mr. Orr,
the complaint of these national Fuller Know
Nothings was that Mr. Orr stood upon those
obnoxious alien features of the Nebraska bill,
which are wholly out of the question with the
Amerioan party, and consequently they could
not sapport him. There was some consistency in
this objection, and we spoke of it accordingly
at the time. But when the democrats, with or

without the consent ofMr. President Pierce.we
care not which.dropped Mr. Orr, dropped the
administration, dropped the Nebraska bill, and
laid aside all mere questions of party in taking
up Mr. Aiken of South Carolina, a man as near

to absolute neutrality between national demo-
srats and national Know Nothings as any man
in the House, and an anti-administration man,
to boot, the last excuse on the part of the
Fuller men ior the election of Banks was taken
away.
While the clerk was calling the final vote on

Saturday, Mr. A. K. Marshall of Kentucky,
(supposing It all right) congratulated his
American friends, saying " they had fought a

good fight and had conquered. There was no

democratic candidate in the field with an offen¬
sive platform. Performing his duty as a

patriot, not as a partisan, he voted for Mr.
Aiken." We are not, therefore, surprised at
the chagrin of Mr. Marshall, on the announce¬

ment of the election of Mr. Banks. The six
Fuller men, including Thomas R. Whitney of
NewTork and Jacob Broome of Pennsylvania*
who stuck to Fuller, when their votes for Mr'
Aiken would have defeated Banks, are respon¬
sible for the result
And what is the result to the American par¬

ty ? It is a definite Congressional division of
it into two hostile sectional factions. Not a

solitary Northern Know Nothing voted for
Aiken.not one. Thus the vote which elected
the Speaker discloses to the "South Ameri¬
cans," so called, the lamentable truth that in
Congress, at least, their nationality as a party
is limited to the south side of Mason A Dix¬
on's linn atiA the Ohio river; and that their
Northern brethren, even of a national type,
incline to fraternize rather with Giddings of
Ohio, than with the Marshals of Kentucky.
The question which next recurs is, how is

this condition of things to be mended at the
Philadelphia National Councils of the 18th
and 22d of February ? The work there to be
done is the practical re-organization of the
American party throughout the Union, or its
'ormal dissolution among the sectional and
local factions and loose materials of the coun¬

try. The result of the late struggle at Wash¬
ington admonishes us to prepare for the latter
alternative. They may, perhaps, do better.
They cannot do worse. We shall see.

IBB & A VBIS VBWI.

BY MAGNETIC AND PRINTING TELEGRAPHS.
IiiUreitlng from Wuhlngton.

THE ELECTION OF CLEBK.HOW THE NEW SPEAKER
ACQUITS HIMSELF.RECEPTION OF THE NICARA-
OUAN MINISTER IN THE HOUSE, ETC., ETC.

Wahhj.v/tton, Feb. 4, 1846.
The election of General Cullum to-day, as Clerk, given

entire satisfaction. The anti-administration party, in
oaueua to-night, will nominate a full tiuet for the other
office*.
Mr. Banks gave evidence to-day of a determination to

hold a tight rein, and preserve order.. lie seems perfect¬
ly at home, and no doubt will make a popular Speaker.
His Excellency Col . Parker Fren;h, Minister from

Nicaragua, appeared in the House to-day, and was sur¬

rounded with friend*. In a lew days he will present h-a

credential*, and will insist upon an immediate resogni-
nition. Mr. Marey is satisfied of the stability of Walker's
government, but personal objections to CoL trench may
prevent bis recognition as Minister.
The government has determined to issue Col. F/e-

mont a patent for his Mariposa grant, but delay is neces¬

sary to procure a duplicate survey from California, th«

original papers having been purloined from the General
Laid Office. E.

THE CLERKSHIP.CAUCUS OF THE BLACK REPUBLI¬
CANS.APPOINTMENTS CONFIRMED BY THE SE¬
NATE, ETC.

Washington, Feb 4, I860.
As I predicted, General Cullnm was elected Clerk t

day by a decided majority. The other offiaers wiii be
i elected to morrow.

Fearing that ir, would defeat the further organization
of the House, Messrs. Grow and Ctmpbell did not make
their objections to General Whitfield's taking hU neat.
This policy was decided on this morning.
There is now beiutr held in the hall of the Bouse an

anti administration canons, tie object of wh'ch is to
nominate candidates 'or Printer, Doorkeeper, Postmaster
and fergeant-at- Arms. A good deal of excitement pre¬
vails with reference to thot-e offioes. It is extremely
doubtful whether they can defeat Giossbrenner and John-
sen. There are about a down candidates for Printer.
The committees of the House will not be anaoun»t<l

before Thursday.
The Senate, in executive session to day, confirmed Mr.

Delias. The Kansas appointments name up, and they
were all confirmed except (.ov. Shannon, objection was

made to his being confirmed. I understand there is to be
a big fiffht made on him. Rink in, Marshal, of Nebraska,

was also confirmed, together with some other unimport¬
ant ones.

The foreign mails brought by the Arabia have not been
received at the .State Department up to this evening. D.

THE VOTE FOB UK. CULLUM.THE COURT OF CLAIMS
.THE "WILD HUNT" FOR OFFICE.PATMENT OP
CONGRESSMEN. Wakhthotoh, Feb. 4, 1856,
Mr. Cullum was elected Clerk of the House by the votes

of all the republicans present, excepting Messrs. Billing-
hurst, Bliss, Brenton, Dsy, Holloway, Lelter, Nishols,
Spinner and Watson, combined with all the Americans
present, excepting Messrs. Humphrey Marshall, A. K.
Marshal), and Walter.
Judge Scarboro having recovered from his reoent Ill¬

ness, the Court of Claims Is again In session.
It Is calculated that at least Ave handre l applicants

for office under the House organlratlon were In and
about the Capitol to -day, while distant aspirants are

operating through Congressional friends.
An aati administration caucus was held at the Capttol

tonight. John U. Petit, of Indiana, was the chairman.
Between eighty and ninety members were present, in¬

cluding republicans, and some Southern as well a< North¬
ern Americans. A targe number of office seekers were

in cut* ids attendance, anxious.y inquiring as to the pro
gress oi the mkiJe proceedings. French S. Fvans, of

WaahingV>n, was nominated Sergetct-at Arm*; Cajrt. M.

C. Darling, ef New York, doorkeeper; Sobtrt Morris, of
Pennsylvania, PortaWW; u4 O. FWJett, wktUr tf the
Ohio Aofc Jeumei, Printer. It la mdersteod that CM.

Sehotu^s, of the Cincinnati Ga*tU la associated with this
gentleman. V. W. Hnaitti, of 8yrao«se, and Nathan Sar¬
gent, ware hla competitors.
To-day the Acting Sergeant at Arms, Mr. Qrossbrenner,

drew from tbe treasury about $80,000 In gold, which
amount had been advanced by him to pay members of
the Home.Mr. Speaker Banks having, near midnight
en Saturday, ligaed drafts for that parpoee. Two hun¬
dred and thirty thousand dollars are yet due members,
and will he drawn for durlsg the present week.

TIURTY-TOCBTH COIGREII.
FIRST SMfilON.

WiimncTON, Feb. 4, 186d.
. 1KB NAVAL MTTRINO BOARD.

Petitions were presented from several naval officers
who feel aggrieved by the action of the Naval Retiring
Board.
Mr. Toomjh, (whig) of Ga., mid the Beard should have

kept a record to shew they had not exceeded the Juris¬
diction conferred upon them. Wrong and injustice had
been dene by their decisions, and mo act cf his should
sanction their proceedings.
Mr. CUhon, (K. N.) of SaL, defended the Board,

bet was willing to correct any error* they way have un¬

fasten ienally committed. The President and theSeeretary
of tbe Navy have power to reverse the action efMM Board,
and unle*s it was shown that the Board had exceeded
their jurisdiction, it was to be presumed that they had
not*

Mr. Bbuamw, (dem.) of 1*., contended that the Naval
Beard had not exercised any jurisdiction, bat simply
gave their advice and opinion on matters before them.

Mr. Batard, (dem.J of Del, had no imputations to
make against the board.it was composed of honorab le
and meritorious men; but the law under which they act¬
ed was the most barbarous ever enacted by any legisla¬
ture of any civilised country. Be recommended the
passage of an act authorizing a Revisory Board, to be
eomposed mainly of eivilians.
Mr. C&rrrtsDxw, (K. N.) of Ky., believed it was per¬

fectly competent for Congress to utterly annul and'abro-
sate the action of the board, and make it as though it
had never existed.
After further debate, the subject was postponed.

TBI WAtOTULOATION LAWS, KTT.

Many bille were introduced, principally for Internal
improvements, and one by Mr. Adams, (dem.) of Miss., to
extend the term of naturalisation.

ABOLITION Or SMALL SPANISH COIN.
On motion of Mr. Fish, (national) of N. Y., the Fi¬

nance Committee were insiructed to inquire whether the
smaller Spanish corns may not be removed from circula¬
tion, or have a value eetabhshed by law to accord with
their intrinsic value, and to avoid the fractional parts of
a cent.
Adjourned.

¦mm of BcpmesUttTM.
Wahiinotox, Feb. 4, 1816.

(rWK4jU.NO W THE MM., STC.

The Speaker administered the oath to support the
constitution of the United State* to the members.the
representatives of each state advancing as their names
wete called for that pnrpoee.
The delegates from the Territories were likewise sworn.

When the name of Mr. Whitfield was ealled, Mr. Grow,
(black republican) of Pa. , said, in deferent* to the wishes
of his friends he would not object to his being sworn.
He thought, however, that circumstances would warrant
the withholding the oath. Be hoped to be heard some
other time on the question.
Mr. Campbell, (black rep.) «f Ohio, said that a con¬

stituent of his, faKentuekian by birth), had been diaboli¬
cally murdered in the most cowardly manner, having
been shot in the back, as he was credibly informed, by an
officer under the pay of the general government in Kan¬
sas. As objecting to the administration of the oath to
Mr. Whitfield would only*tend to greater confusion after
their excited struggle, he would not insist upon it.
On motion of Mr. Washburn, (black rep.) of Me., a

committee was appointed to wait on the Senate and in¬
form them that a quorum of the Boose had assemble*,
elected Mr. Banks Speaker, and was now ready to proceed
to butineas.
On motion of Mr. Pcnmxgtos, (black rep.) of S. J., a

committee was appointed in conjunction with one of the
Senate, to wait on the President ana iaform him that a
quorum of the two houses had assembled, and were
ready to receive any coamanication he might De pleased
to make.

ThK CLERKSHIP.GKV. CCLLCM ELECTED.
Mr. TarRsrox, (dem.) of R. I., offered a resolution for

he election of a Clerk by viva voce. Laid on the table bv
103 against 86.

A resolution declaring William Cullom, of Tennessee,
Clerk of the House, was adopted by 126 against 87.
As the Speaker administered the oath of office to Mr.

Cullom there were manifestations of approval in the
galleries.

TUT EKLB' TIOX OP SEATS.
The members then proceeded to select seats, In ac-

Mrdance with a resolution moved by Mr. Bill, that all
the members retire without the bar,.and severally return
as their names were drawn by the Clerk from a box, and
ake possession of such seats as they might select. This
proceeding consumed about one hoar

ELECTION OP RHtGKANT-AT-ARMB.
Mr. Nichols (black rep.) of Ohio, then offered a reso¬

lution declaring Mr. Glossbrenner. the present incum¬
bent, Sergeant-at-Arms, pending the consideration of
which the Bouse adjourned.

After the adjournment, an anti-administration caucus
was announced to be held this evening.

Bucbansn Delegates to the Democratic Ha*
tlonal Convention.

Phii^dklphla, Feb. 4, 1*56.
Hon. James Buchanan bas carried the election tor dele¬

gates In Philadelphia almost unanimously.
The Banks Fewer at the Bast.

ONE HUNDRED OtTNS AND AM ILLUMINATION AT
WALTHAM, MASS.

Boston, Feb. 4, 1856.
The citizens of Waltham, the native town of Speaker

Banks, tired one hundred guns to-day in honor of his
election. The announcement waa made in Waltham on
Saturday night by a special messenger from Boston.
Several dwellings were illuminated and congratulatory
speeches made. Mrs. Banks was ealled upon, and found
in attendance at the sick bed of her mother. Bearty
cheers were given at the residences of the leading re¬

publicans, when, about midnight, the crowd dispersed.
REJOICINGS IN BANOOB.

Banwr, Feb. 4, 1866.
A salute of one hundred and three guns will be fired

here to morrow, in honor of the election of Mr. Banks
to j the Speakership of the House of Representatives.
In the evening the republicans will hold a public
meeting.

Hews from Kansas.
Chicago, Feb. 4, 1866.

We have advices from Kansas saying that no election
was held at Leavenworth, or at other points in that
Territory, on the day fixed for the election, the State of¬
ficers tearing violence from the Missourians. Letters
state that another general invas'on was apprehended,
and that extensive waslfite preparations were going on
in Lawrence and Topeka.

A Fatal Occurrence.
Reyport, N. J., Feb. 4, 1866.

A young man named Eliaha Bogle, was found dead on

the ice, alongside the sloop Dusty Miller, at Keyport dock
tbli morning. The sloop had been robbed on Friday
night, and the captain, William Crane, had set a loaded
gun in such a position that the opening of the cabin slide
would f Ischarge the contents into tbe legs of the person
opening It. Bogle had apparently stooped when pushing
back the slide, as the entire charge of buck shot entered
his heart, killing him Instantly.

Tike Vermont Central Railroad.
Boston, Feb. 4, 1856.

Considerable anxiety and Indignation were manifested
here to day on account of the suppression of the com¬

mittee's report on the affairs of the Vermont Central Rail¬
road. It Ib alleged that the suppression ofthe report was
paid for by parties interested. A duplicate copy of the
report is in existence, and will be published in the
Chronicle on Wednesday ne*t.

Rebellion at Dickinson College.
Carlisle, Ta., Feb. 4, 1856.

One hundred of tbe students at Dickinson College have
rebelled against the Faculty, in consequenoe of the alleged
unjust expulsion of four members.

News Items from the South.
Baltimore, Feb. 4, 1866.

We have received no mall to-day south of Savannah.
The Southern Commercial Convention held at Rich,

mond, Va., adjourned on Saturday to meet at Savannah
again In Heccmber next. Committees were appointed to

prepare addresses on the res> lutions adopted.
Rockrtt's glass factory, at Richmond, was destroyed by

fire on Saturday. loss 113,000.
A negro has been arreted in this city on the charge of

murdering .lohn W. Bell, the merchant who mysteriously
disappeared two months since.

Death off Eminent Boston tans.
Bo"TO!», l eb. 4, 1866.

Two of our well known r iti/^ns died this morning, name¬

ly, Daniel fiafford, prom.neat for the interest he has for
many years ttken In mtssicoary entet prises, and Cyrai
Alger, the well know® <*iincn and g-;xaaaker,

CallUfn o«* Of HUfM*lUh HiltooH
Rocoutrk, Feb. 4, 1868.

The rMMDftr train that left Niagara Falls thl*
morning, and whieb waa doe here at 10.46 A. M. , cam#

into eoiJiaion with a freight train new AJama' Benin.
Both tralna were going in the name direction. The jmuk
MBger* who were on board the wrecked train arrived
here this evening. They report no one killed, bnt Ferxral
persons severely injured, among whom are the fireman
and engineer. The engine and cars of the passenger train
are mnch shattered. No one on the freight train wm

hurt, Some of the passengers were frost bitten daring
the jiourney from the wreck to the city.
The Weather Thrsngboat the Oenstr/.

INTXNS* SOLD.INTKERUPTION TO BAILBOAD TH.4-
VBL.ACC1DBNTB AND INCIDENTS.

Rochebtib, Feb. 4, 1866.
The weather in this locality during the past 44 hour*

has bean colder than at any time this winter.the tber- '

memeter ranging from xero to IT degrees below. The'*
has been quite a chapter of accidents on the various rail¬
roads on account of the heavy snow drifts. Tu» m
mail train which left her* on Saturday afternoo*
for Niagara Falls, wm thrown from the track at th«
Suspcniion Bridge, injuring Messrs. Dixon and Waters,
conductors, and Sherwood, a baggage man. The train
due here hurt evening from the Falls was thrown from the
traoh near Bpencerport by the breaking of a driving
wheel, and remained in this predicament all night. Two
engine* started for their relief this morning, but had aoV
proceeded hr before they also were thrown from the
track, tad no communication has yet been had with tbe
disabled train.
The passenger train which left here yesterday morning,

drawn by two engines, had proceeded but two mile* and
a halt when the forward engine waa thrown from the
track by the accumulation of ioe.
The express train due here at 7 :45 yesterday morning,

from Syracuse, was thrown flrom the track seven miles
east of this city.
The trains on the Genesee Valley Railroad are all be

hind time.
Vp to 6. P. M. to-day, the trains from the Falls had

not arrived here, and passengers who came on foot eay
the chance* are that none will arrive for the next twenty-
four hoars.
They also report the laborers in a suffering condition,

some with frties hoes, and others with frozen hands*
with the skin rubbed completely oft
The trains on the new road between this city and Syra¬

cuse arrived about noon to-day. On the old road no'hlng '

had arrived or departed, that road being completely
buried in the inow.
The plank roads leading to the city are completely

blocked up, and la seme places for miles m length the
¦now is from ten to fifteen foet deep and drifted.

Hochhtox, Feb. 4.3 P. M.tg
Ike Rochester and Niagara Falls Railroad is blocked up

with snow. Three trains are off the track a few miles
from this eitj.

Buffalo, Feb. 4, 1848.
The New York and Erie Railroad is blocked by son*

about twenty miles east of Dunkirk. The train arrivwl
there yesterday in forty hears from New York.
The Lake Shore Railroad has been badly blocked

Hamburg. The first train from Cleveland since Friday
arrived at Bufihlo this morning. The Buffalo City and
Niagara Falls railroads are aleo badly obstructed. THe
trains on the Central road arrived here behind time. The
weather is intensely oold.

Cincinnati, Feb. 4, 1866.
The thermometer this morning at 7 o'clock stood at

18 deg. below tero. The ice in the Ohio is one foot
and a half in thickness.

Chicago, Feb. 4, 1866.
The thermometer here at 7 o'clock this morning, indi¬

cated twenty degrees below xero. The railroads are all
elear.

Philadelphia, Feb. 4, 1666.
The weather here is extremely oold, and travel in

somewhat interfered with. The Pilot line from Mev
York, reached Kingston at 4 o'clock this morning. The
detention was caused by snow drifting on the track.
The Southern and Western trains were detained from
the same cause.

Baltimore, Feb. 4, 1866.
We have no mail this morning south of Washington.

The weather is intensely cold.
Stonington, Feb. 4, 1866.

Our harbor is still free from ioe, and navigation la un¬

interrupted. New London harbor is closed by ice, and
persona cross with lafety. ,

Boston, Feb. 4, 1896.
The wind yesterday and last night drifted much snow

on the railroad tracks, delaying all the morning trains
The mail train which left New York Sunday night had not
arrived np to 1 P. M. to-day.
The Bnnday night mail train from New York arrived

here at three this afternon, having been delayed by snow
drifts en the track.

Destructive Confla^nUon.
THE SILLAYE BLOCS AT SYRACUSE IN RUINS.

Btkacuhb, Feb. 4, I860.
The handsome brick Mock at th? corner of Salina mm)

Fayette streets In this city, known u the " Dillaye Bvilli
lnga," «M destroyed by Are at an early hoar on Vanity .

morning. The bloek *u owned by H. A. Dillaye, aid'
valued at 936,000. The lower floors were occupied by It.
StUwell & Sjns, boot and shoe store; Mann, Lewis ft
Belden, crockery store; Harden k Letchworth, saddlery
and hardware; T. A. Bartlett, druggist; J. K. Starin, ho¬
siery and fancy good*; and E. Sheldon, bakery. 7h«
torses of the above firms are heavy, but probably in-
sored. The second stories of the building were oocupledl
by the newspaper office of the Burning CTuvnicU, the
offiee of Messrs. Hills, Morgan k GJTord, lawyers, and
Messrs. Shipman k Adams, physicians and surgeons.
The upper stories were occupied by the Odd Fellows a*

lodge rooms, and by the aimory of thaSynouse Citizens'
corps.
The loss of the proprietors of the Chronid*. is about

$4,000.inauranoe, $4,000. The Syracuse Citizens Corps
lose about $1,000.no insurance ; the Odd Fel¬
lows about $1,000.insured for $000; Drs. Shipman k
Adams, $2,000.no insurance. Messrs. Hills A Morgan
had a very large and valuable library. Loss unknown.
The building was Insured for $22,000 in the following

companies:. AStna, $6,000; the Springfield and City (Ire
Insurance Companies, each $2,600; the Northwestern and
Albany companies, each $6,000; $2,000 unknown.
An unoccupied frame dwelling house on Montgomery

street, owned by Wm. Weston, was destroyed by tiro
about 8 o'clock this morning, supposed to be caused by
an incendiary.

INCENDIARY FIRE8 AT UTICA.
Utha, Feb. ?, I860.

Our city ifl again infested with injendiarie*. Two gro
eery stores and two barns, owned by B. Churchill and
George C. Totter, George street, were consumed at an

early hour yesterday morning. Loss $7,000; insured for
$4,000.

United States Supreme Court.
WAwn.vnrov, Feb. 4, 1851.

Nos. 64 66 and 66. Argument continued by Mr. Bugler
for defendants, and concluded by Mr. Wood for plain', iff*

No. 63. John C. Dodge vs. John M. Woolsay. Argamont
commenced by Mr. Spaulding for appellant.(hief .luntlce Taney was present.
Arrival of the Nashville at rbarieiton.

Charijcbton, Feb. 2 1866.
The TTnited Ptstes mall steamship Nashville, from

New York, armed here at 10 o'clock last Friday nigh-
Markets.

THIZA DELmi A STOCK BOARD.
PHii-Ann-PHiA, Feb. 4. 18Vf.

Stocks firm. Fenna. Ftate 6's, 8S\; Reading RK.,.
43 ; I onfr Island, 16>» Morris Canal, 16; Tenna. RR., 44.

The Weather.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE HERALD.

Sinoe Friday, the 26th ot January, betwoen f. and 7
A. M., the highest and lowest temperatures have been a#
follows:.
Jan.26 Highest.16 degrees. I/owest.9 deproes.

26 " 26 " "8 "

27 " 24 .' « 18 <«

28 " 28 .« 'i 22 "
20 " 36* >. " 21 4i
30 " 30 " « i« n
31 " 24 " <« 13 .<

Feb. 1 '« 32 " « J8 «

2 " 24 " <« 11 a
3 " 13 " « 4 "
4 " 16 '« a ' 4 a

.Perturbation.
The third quarter of the third great circle ends to¬

day, (Tuesday) 6th, at nooa, aad the third great elral*
ends on Saturday, Otli, between 6 and 7 A. M.
Brookiik Hiaoim, Feb. 4, 185fl. E. MI RIAM.

Police Intalllgener,
STABBING AFFRAY IH THE RIXTBKNTH WARD.

'»n Sunday evening a serious stabbing affray took pl.w»
at 419 Stith avenue, when William Miller, residing at thi*
place, was severely stabbed in the neok. It appears,
from what oould be learned in relation to the matter
that a q jam] took place between Miliar and two brothers,
nlso named Miller, when one of the latter, It is charged,
plunged the blade of a knife into the complainant's neck,
inflicting a dangerous wound. One of the alleged aic»U-
ants was arrested on the night of the nciurrence, while
the ether was taken into custody yesterday. Toe prison-
era men takan before J\»stlce Davison, at the detond Dm-


